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I t i \as i he spring of 1 972. the i ear the 
" dirty tricks m business w ent public 
w ith the birth of the Committee to 
Re-Elect the President (CREEP). 

/ was one of the founding directors of 
the league of Families for Prisoners of 
M dr in Southeast Asia. This organization 
of family members of those w ho w ere 
known to be prisoners of w ar and of 
those who were missing in action had 
been started bv the Mixon administration 
to cope w ith the unusual problems con- 
fronting these families and government 
officials . 

It ii as mv role, as a banker, to look 
after the funds of the league and to help it 
to raise money for organizational activi- 
ties. / knew this could be done with the 
help of the Advertising Council in Mew 
York City. 

I w as also president of the Financial 
Marketing Council of Greater Washing- 
ton and a member of the Advertising 
Club of Washington. An associate to/d 
me that he had a friend w ith M hue House 
connections at the Robert Mullen Com- 
pany. a Washington public relations firm, 
and that this friend in the Mullen Com- 
pany ivflt E. How ard Hunt. 

This way quite a surprise. / had known 
Hunt w hen he w as in the CIA and w hen / 
ii ay rcyponytble for L K S. Air Force Spe- 
cial Operations, including support of the 
clandestine activities of the Cl A. but did 
not know that he was with the Mullen 
Company I called him in Max 1972 and 
on tw <» different invasions we had lunch 
to discuss “ old times " and the needs of 
the /vague o f Families. 

Each tune we met. I windd go to the 



Mullen Company en route to the Army 
Mav v C lub w here w e had lunch. It did not 
concern me then that w hen I would 
glance into Hunt's office / would see 
stacks of canons labeled with the names 
of various makers of specialized elec- 
tronic equipment. This seemed a bit 
strange in a PR firm, but then the Mullen 
Company, and its newest employee. E. 
Howard Hunt, were not your average PR 
types. 

You can imagine my shock w hen / read 
in The Washington Post on June 19. 
1972. that some” third-rate" burglars had 
hern caught in the offices of the Demo- 
cratic \aiional Committee on the ninth 
floor of the H at cr gate office complex in 
Georgetow n. There, listed w ith the names 
of the Cubans who had been caught. x%as 
the "security agent" for CREEP. James 
McCord. The newspaper also mentioned 

. there were those 
who would not stop at 
forging official historical 
records to achieve their 
goals of destroying 
the Kennedy record. 
“This was a role played 
quite willingly by Howard 
Hunt, who was as bitter 
about the Kennedys 
as was Nixon.” 
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that one of the burglars had "a check 
made out to a local country club [that] 
hod been signed by E. How ard Hunt. ** 
along w ith a telephone number for the 
White House. 

The first account of the Watergate 
break-in was contained in a tiny item 
buried on a back page. They were" third- 
rate" burglars and no one was interested 
— yet. This sometimes happens in Wash- 
ington w ith a breaking story that does 
not explain itself. 

To me. that brief item said much more 
than its simple content. I kncx\ How ard 
Hunt and / knew Jim McCord. They were 
not " third-rate " burglars. They both had 
been top- Right CIA agents with long 
years of special experience. Hunt j record 
went back to the World War II Office of 
Strategic Services (OSS) and McCord 
had been a career FBI agent who had 
been transferred to the CIA to serve with 
its Office of Security under the famed 
Sheffield Edw ards. 1 There had to be 
more to that story. 

/ called a friend who was Mew York 
City bureau chief of The Sunday Times 
of Ijondon. Stephen Arts. Steve said he 
and two fellow' workers would be on the 5 
p.m. Eastern Airlines shuttle. 

/ met them in the terminal at Washing- 
ton Motional and they came out to my 
house for the ex erting. We discussed this 
Watergate development and I put them 
on the last plane back to Mew York that 



' Sheffield fdwards was a career I HI man who 
transferred lo I he CIA w it h the appro* al of J I dfuir 
Homer and Allen Oullo in order lo create the 

CIA** Office of Security. 
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flight. Slew broke the story in London, 
and was the first on the streets with a 
book. Watergate. Watergate was on its 
way to becoming a household word; one 
of the reasons the story broke is outlined 
below. 

The death of President Ngo Dinh 
Diem of Vietnam on November I. 1963. 
had been considered a Vietnamese inter- 
nal affair during the decade that fol- 
lowed. On September 16. 1971. President 
Richard Nixon made a statement that 
revived that event and put it in a different 
light. Senator Henry “Scoop** Jackson of 
Washington, a strong possibility as the 
Democratic candidate against Nixon in 
1972. had suggested that the United 
States might be in a position to exert 
discreet pressure upon President Nguyen 
Van Thieu of Vietnam to move toward a 
more democratic form of government 
and to settle the warfare in Indochina. 

That same day. President Nixon, w hen 
questioned by Peter Lisagor of The Chi- 
cago Daily Sews about the Jackson state- 
ment and about what, if anything. Wash- 
ington should do in that situation, 
responded. "If what the senator is sug- 
gesting is that the United States should 
use its leverage now to overthrow Thieu. 

I would remind all concerned that the 
way we got into Vietnam was through 
overthrowing Diem, and the complicity 
in the murder of Diem, and the wav to get 
out of Vietnam, in my opinion, is not to 
overthrow Thieu.” 

Nixon had put a match to the fuse and 
the bomb was certain to explode. The 
Pentagon Papers had been published by 
The Mew York Times and other news- 
papers in June 1971, just three months 
prior to this exchange, and some of them 
did appear to show that the Kennedy 
administration had a role in the over- 
throw of Diem in 1963 Rut until thi* 
Nixon comment, no public ottwrial had 
ever openly suggested that the Kenned} 
administration was guilty of complicity 
in Diem's murder. 

It was not long after this press confer- 
ence that Howard Hunt, then working as 
a consultant to Charles Colson. Nixon’s 
jack-of-all-tradcs. mentioned several of 
the highly classified messages contained 
in the Pentagon Papers, specifically those 
that referred to White House art ion rela- 
tive to Diem’s death. Hunt suggested to 
Colson that it might be possible to alter 
those messages, in White House files, so 
that anyone using them for research 
would discover that President Kennedy 
was. beyond doubt, the source of the 
order to murder President Diem. 
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Colson, the man who had >aid that he 
would walk over his own grandmother if 
it would help the re-election of Nixon, 
took no action to slop his crafty consul- 
tant from trying to sec what he could do 
with those messages. 

These events, among so many others at 
that time, underscored the nature of the 
pressures on President Diem in Saigon 
and President Kennedy in Washington 
during the fateful month of November 
1963. They also demonstrate the deep 
animosity that existed at that time 
between Nixon and the Kcnncdys. As this 
example shows, there were those who 
would noi slop at forging official histori- 
cal records to achieve t heir goal of destroy- 
ing the Kennedy record. 

This was a role played quite willingly 
by Howard Hunt, who was as bitter 



system of community law. This will 
rcali/c the ideas of the constitution on a 
scale which the people can understand.” 

This statement, among others of the 
same kind, made Diem’s position quite 
clear. His position did not agree with 
those who wanted to escalate the war in 
Indochina and w ho were not at all inter- 
ested in the introduction of an ancient 
form of self-government into the battle- 
scarred countryside. 

On top of this came Kennedy’s desire 
to get the United States out of Indochina, 
as evidenced by the Krulak-Mcndcnhall 
visit to Vietnam in September 1963.*' Asa 
result of that quick trip. Major General 
Victor H. Krulak. w ho was well-versed in 
the situation and a close friend and con- 
fidant of Admiral Harry Fell, commander 
in chief. Pacific Command, was able to 




In 1971. Howard Hunt (left) suggested to Mixon aide Charles Colson (right) that 
messages in White Houseflies be altered to smear John F. Kennedy. In the words of the 
author . Colson " took no ac tion to stop his crafty consultant. ’* 



about the Kcnncdvs as was Nixon. 

R\ the middle of 1963. in our continu- 
ing account u! ihc \trtnnnt War. I Hem 
had learned to his dismay that his ideals 
for the long-range Strategic Hamlet pro- 
gram had been shattered by those who 
saw the hamlets as no more than another 
step in the "pacification” of the country- 
side in a warlike manner. 

As we have mentioned in an earlier 
article in this series. Diem had made it 
quite clear what his goals with the Stra- 
tegic Hamlet program were: "The impor- 
tance of the Strategic Hamlets goes 
bey ond the concept of hamlet self-defense. 
They arc a means to institute basic democ- 
racy in Vietnam. Through the Strategic 
Hamlet program, the government intends 
to give back to the hamlet the right of 
self-government with its ow n charter and 
29 



prov ide President Kenned) with all of the 
dal a he needed to fit his concept of the 
\ ict nan li/ at ion ot the wai and the c.irlv 
withdrawal of all U S. personnel trom 
the area. 

To implement his well-orchestrated 
plans. Kennedy then dispatched the secre- 
tary’ of defense. Robert McNamara, and 
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
Maxwell Taylor, to Saigon so that they 
could return from Vietnam with a current 
report that would be based entirely upon 
the president’s own plans. 

The McNamara-Tavlor party left Wash- 
ington on September 23. 1963. for a 10- 
( continued on page 30) 
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Cieneuil I it (nr // krti/ak traveled tn 
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i\tlh nth omul mil Tnsident Kenm */» 
needed tit Jh i \h tun his plan tor I tetnunth 
zatum of the war am I withdraw at of alt 
l .5. personnel. 
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day whirl* ind tour of Vietnam By Octo- 
ber 1963 the level of U.S. force* had 
reached 16.732. most of w hom w ere non- 
combatant personnel. A good number 
were those required to maintain, supply 
and operate helicopters. 

Bv late summer, and certainly by the 
time of the McNamara-Ta> lor trip, closely 
held plans had progressed for the removal 
of the Diems from Saigon. Madame Nhu. 
the wife of PrcMdent Diems brother. 
Ngo Dinh Nhu. had left for a trip to 
Europe on September 9. 1963: another 
Diem brother. Archbishop Ngo Dinh 
Thuc. had left on September 7 for Rome. 

While McNamara and Taylor were 
traveling, the elaborate “Report to the 
President" was being written, illustrated 
and bound in leather in the Pentagon 
under the direction of General Krulak in 
close coordination with the White House 
and with Bobby Kennedy in particular. * 
Bv the time the travelers returned to 
Honolulu for a brie! respite, the report 
had been llown to them for their studv 
and eventual delivery to President Ken- 
nedy on the White House lawn as they 
stepped out ol their helicopter alter the 



' I hr autHoi Monhirl ♦»! SjHVwlO|KTaliotv% in ihc 
kruljk tilltu' (Special A%^un1 !*»♦ ( «Hinicr»n>uf- 
priKi jhd SfHvul Vdhriiol ui lh.it lime, and 
«ne ol the *rtt<rf« nl ihe McNamara- 1 a> lur icport 
In Prcouicnl krnnnh 
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jet flight from Honolulu. 

By this time. President Kennedy had 
reached the decision that the United 
States should do all it could to train, 
equip and finance the government of 
South Vietnam to fight its own war. but 
that this would be done for someone 
other than Ngo Dinh Diem. Kennedy had 
decided to withdraw 1.000 American 
personnel from Vietnam by the end of 
1963 as a measure of his intentions, and 
to have all U.S. forces home bv the end of 
1965. 

On the same day that the president 
received this report. General Tran Van 
Don had his first “accidental" meeting 
with t he CIA's Lieutenant Colonel l.ucien 
Conein .it l.m Non Mint airport in Sai- 
gon I hi> was a meeting ol great sigmli- 
cance. and one that to this da> has never 
been properly explained. 

General Don was the commander of 
the South Vietnamese army. He had been 
born in France, educated in France, and 
had served in the French armv during 
World War II. 

The man he met that day at the Tan 
Son Nhut airport. Conein. was born in 
France, raised and educated in the United 
States, and served with the French army 
at the outbreak of World War II. He 
escaped from Europe early in the war and 
was recruited by the OSS. His OSS 
duties took him to China, from where, at 
the close of the war against Japan, he 
traveled to Hanoi w ith Ho Chi Minh and 
Colonel Vo Nguyen Giap In 1945. an 
enormous shipment of American arms 
from the unneeded stockpiles on Oki- 
nawa was shipped to Hanoi and trans- 
ferred to Ho Chi M inh. On September 2. 
1945. backed by the United States and 
supplied with its arms. Ho Chi Minh pro- 
claimed the independent government of 
Indochina. Conein played an important 
part in that action. 

Then, nearly 20 years later, in 1963. it 
was this same Conein one of the Cl A\s 
most valuable agents in the Far East — 
who was designated to meet with his old 
friend of IK years. General Tran Van 



“Kennedy had 
decided to withdraw 
1,000 American person- 
nel from Vietnam by the 
end of 1963 . . . and to 
have all U.S. forces home 
by the end of 1965.” 
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General Tran I an IJnn , i onjniander of 
the S* nit h I ietnontese arnti. had *ret 
meet m\zs with Ins friend, the ( / I \ I ieu* 
tenant Colonel Ijieien C totem . to arrange 
for the ouster of Sgo Dinh Diem. 



Don. to arrange for the ouster of Presi- 
dent Diem. Only 10 years earlier, it had 
been General Edward G. Lansdale and 
Conein w ho had done so much to get Ngo 
Dinh Diem started as the newly assigned 
president of an odd piece of real estate 
then being established as the country of 
South Vietnam. 

Concin's task was to stay close enough 
to key Vietnamese to assure them of the 
support of the United States and to be 
able to keep Ambassador Henry Cabot 
Lodge and Conein s own CIA associates 
well enough informed so that both sides 
could coordinate their moves to oust 
President Diem and his brother. Nhu. 

The plan had been carefully drawn to 
leave Diem no alternative to leav ing once 
it got under wav. There was much discus- 
sion and much argument among those in 
the Kennedy administration w ho knew of 
the president's intention to oust Diem. 
Some of this was welcomed in order to 
cover the true details of the plan. With 
Madame Nhu and Archbishop Thuc 
already in Europe. Diem and his brother 
were to follow to attend a meeting of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union in Belgrade. 
Yugoslavia. 

On November I. 1963. an airline jet 
arrived at Tan Son Nhut: the brothers left 
the Presidential Palace and were driven 
to the airport. They actually boarded the 
plane. Those who were monitoring this 
important departure at Tan Son Nhut 
were stunned tosec Diem and his brother 
emerge from the aircraft, return quickly to 
their car and race back to the palace. Asa 
result, the carefully orchestrated evacua- 
tion plan broke down and Ngo Dinh 
Diem and his brother were murdered. 
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1971. photo shows Senator Gravel reading from a summary of the first volume of the 
Pentagon Papers in a Senate hearing room. 
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There have been many accounts of this 
coup d'etat, and many were created in 
order to cover the real plan and to protect 
those Vietnamese who had worked closely 
with the administration. It is clear that 
there was little gunfire, as would have 
been characteristic of a violent coup 
d'etat. Diem and his brother were killed 
by one man in a military vehicle. There 
w as some looting and destruction, yet for 
the most pan the transition was relatively 
quiet. 

By the latter pan of 1963. President 
Diem and many of his top aides and elite 
guards were hated by the populace, par- 
ticular!) by the Buddhists After Diems 
death, his followers were tracked down 
and killed w herever they could be located 
before order could be restored under the 
new president. General Duong Van “Big" 
Minh. himself a Buddhist. 

This writer was on duty in the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff sect ion of t he Pentagon on 
the day of the coup d'etat. My immediate 
boss. General Krulak. knew the full details 
of the plan, approved by President Ken- 
nedy. to remove Diem from the scene by 
flying him and his brother out of Saigon. 
Krulak remained in contact with the 
White House as developments in Saigon 
w ere relayed. I can recall clearly the abso- 
lute shock in our office when it was 
learned that Diem had not left on the 
proffered aircraft for Europe: there was 
grave concern over where he and his 
brother had gone and what they had 
hoped to do. alone, in that hostile city. 

President Diem was too much of an 
idealist to understand that once he and 
his brother had prepared to leave Saigon 
his closest associates and his palace 
guards would flee before they could be 
rounded up and slaughtered They were 
haled. Diem did not realize that once 
they wore seen to leave for the airport, 
thev would no iongci haw all) piotcc- 
tion in the city of Saigon 

It was some time before the news 
became known that Diem had. fled to 
Cholon and had been captured and killed 
there. This news was flashed around the 
world: this was the story that everyone 
heard. They never heard of the flight to 
Europe that Kennedy had planned for 
them. 

Thus it was that the file of routine 
cable traffic between Washington and 
Saigon eventually became known with 
the release and publication of the Pen- 
tagon Papers. This is how it happened 
that Howard Hunt was able to locate 
certain top-level messages to and from 
the White House and Ambassador Lodge 



in Saigon that contained information 
referring to “highest authority." That 
was the cable traffic code for President 
Kennedy. 

None of these messages contained any 
reference to a plot to kill President Diem 
and his brother, and none of them came 
even close to such an eventuality. Con- 
cealed within these messages were care- 
fully worded phrases that gave Ambas- 
sador Lodge the information he needed 
in order to direct all participants into 
action and to begin the careful removal 
of the two brothers to Europe by com- 
mercial aircraft. 

Wording to information that came 
out dining the Watergate hearing*. ii»om; 
files that had been forged to smear Presi- 
dent Kenned) had been pul in Hunt's 
White House safe where they remained 



“From the beginning, 
the Pentagon Papers 
were a compilation of 
documents designed to 
paint President John F. 
Kennedy as the villain 
of the story.” 



until discov ered by the investigators much 
later. 

There is much about this episode that 
has become important upon review. 
There arc those who have been so vio- 
lently opposed to Jack Kennedy and all 
that he stood for that they have stooped 
to all kinds of sordid activities to smear 
him while he was living, to attack his 
brother Bobby while he was still alive, 
and to hound Senator Edward Kennedy 
to this day. Nixon's gratuitous reference 
to Kennedy's “complicity in the murder 
of Diem" after a decade of silence on that 
subject speaks for itself. 1 he ellorts of 
Howard Hunt and Chuck (\»Kon iboth 
employees «»t the White Mouse at Me 
time) to dig up old files in order to smear 
the memory ol President Kennedy pro- 
vide another example. 

In an ominous way. the Pentagon 
Papers and Watergate episodes were cut 
from the same fabric and, most impor- 
tantly. were a direct outgrowth of the 
nationwide dissatisfaction with the Viet- 
nam War. 

Because the development of the war in 
Indochina had been spread over so many 
years, since 1945. and because most of 
the events that brought about this terri- 
ble form of modern genocide in the name 
of “anti-communism" or “* ■*ntainment" 
were buried in deep secrecy or not even 
(continued on page 32) 
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(continued from page 31) 

available in written records, Robert S. 
McNamara, then secret ary of defense, 
directed, on June 17, 1967, that a task 
force be formed to collate and study the 
history of United States involvement in 
Vietnam from World War 11 to the 
present. 

This project, which produced thou- 
sands of documents of all kinds from 

many sources, was the primary source of 
that group of more than 4.0<M) docu- 
ment* that were *utrept»tiou*l> released 

to various news media and called the 
Pentagon Papers. 

Almost four years later, on June 13. 
1971, The Sew York Times started the 
serialization of the Pentagon Papers that 
had been made available by Daniel 
Ellsberg. 

Few* people have been able to articu- 
late that event more accurately than the 
then-senator from Alaska. Mike Gravel: 
“The Pentagon Papers reveal the inner 
workings of a government bureaucracy 
set up to defend this country, but now out 
of control, managing an international 
empire by garrisoning American troops 
around the world. It created an artificial 
client state in South Vietnam, lamented 
its unpopularity among its own people, 
eventually encouraged the overthrow of 
that government, and then supported a 
scries of military dictators who served 
their own ends, and at limes our govern- 
ment s ends, but never the cause of their 
own people.** 

In his brilliant introduction to “The 
Senator Gravel Edition” of The Pentagon 
Papers . he included an extract from the 
works of H. G. Wells, the English novelist 
and historian, w ho once w rote: “The true 
strength of rulers and empires lies not in 
armies or emotions, but in the belief of 
men that they arc inflexibly open and 
truthful and legal. As soon as a govern- 
ment departs from that standard, it ceases 
to be anything more than *thc gang in 
possession* and its days arc numbered.*' 

Wc copy that quotation with some 
sadness, because it fits the Vietnam era. 
but even more pertinently because it fits 
the present situation in Washington under 
the current administration and its “hos- 
tage for arms” exchange in Iran. 

The publication of the Pentagon Papers 
was an event unique in American history. 

One duy alter ihcir publication had begun 

in The Sew York Times , I received a call 
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The Pentagon Papers released by Daniel 
Ells berg w ere cleverly selected to present 
an altered picture of how the Vietnam 
M ar began . 



from the British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion requesting that I travel to London to 
do a series of programs, live on prime 
time, with Daniel Ellsberg. 1 did travel to 
London and did a daily scries of broad- 
casts on the subject, but due to the legal 
situation Ellsberg's lawyer advised him 
not to leave the country or to participate 
in the broadcasts. 

In this long series of articles on the 
origins of the warfare in Indochina. I 
have used various editions of the Pen- 
tagon Papers as reference material. They 
are useful and they arc quite accurate as 
far as indiv idual documents go. but they 
are dangerous in the hands of those w ho 
do not have the experience or other 
sources required to balance their content. 
1 his Is because of their true source and 
the clever selection of those that were 
chosen to tell the story of the Vietnam 
War. From the beginning, the Pentagon 
Papers were a compilation of documents 
designed to paint President John F. 
Kennedy as the villain of the story. 

“How did it happen 
that the subject of 
discussion in Hawaii was 
a strange agenda that 
would not come up until 
after Kennedy had 
been murdered?” 

32 
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Although this vast stack of papers has 
been labeled the Pentagon Papers, that is 
a misnomer. It is quite true that most of 
them were found in certain highly classi- 
fied files in the Pentagon, but they were 
functionally limited files. For example, 
despite their volume — nearly 4.000 doc- 
uments — there are remarkably few that 
actually bear the signature of military 
officers. In fact, many of those that carry 
the signature of a military officer, or that 
refer to military officers, make reference 
to such men as Edward G. Lansdale — 
who actually worked for the CIA while 
serving in a cover assignment with the 
military When such papers arc removed 
from the “military” or “Pentagon” cate- 
gorization w hat remains in a non-military 
and non-Pentagon stack of papers. For 
the serious and honest historian, this is 
an important distinction. 

In a letter to the then-secretary of 
defense. Clark Clifford, dated January 
15. 1969. Leslie H. Gclb. director. Study 
Task Force 4 said: “In the beginning. Mr. 
McNamara gave the task force full access 
to OSD [Office of the Secretary of 
Defense] files, and the task force received 
access to Cl A materials, and some use of 
State Department cables and memoranda. 
Wc had no access to the White House 
files.” 

Despite this disclaimer about “no 
access to the White House files” there are 
many White House files in the papers, 
and it w as this group of White House files 
that was the source of the anti-Kennedy 
forgeries. 

The files from which most of these 
papers were obtained were in that sec- 
tion of the Office of the Secretary of 
l>efense called the Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for International Security 
Affairs. Although this office was in the 
Pentagon, it was lightly staffed with mil- 
itary officers and most of its activities 
concerned other government depan ments 
and agencies such as the Cl A. the Depart- 
ment of State, and the White House. That 
is why its files were full of papers that 
originated outside the Pentagon, and 
gives the entire Pentagon Papers produc- 
tion an entirely non-military’ slant. 

Another reason for interpreting the 
Pentagon Papers, as history, with cau- 
tion is that, as Gclb said. “These out- 
standing people [those who worked on 
the task force] came from everyw here — 
the military' services. State. OSD. and the 
(etmtinued on page 34) 
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•think tanks.'Somc came for a month, for 
three months, for six months ... in all. we 
had 36 professionals working on these 
studies, with an average of four months 
per man.** 

That says it all! 

The former secret ary of state. John 
Foster Dulles, declared that one of the 
most complicated periods in this nation's 
historv began in Indochina on September 
2. 1945 1 here is no \\a> that thi* group 

averaging “four months per man** in 
its studies in 1967. I96S and 1969 was 
going to be qualified to present a true and 
accurate account oft hat war by the com- 
pilation of a scattering of papers that 
contained bits and pieces of the story. 

This reveals one of the greatest misgiv- 
ings concerning the concept and goals of 
those w ho compiled this study. There are 
altogether too many important papers 
t hat did not get included in this study: too 
many of those were absolutely crucial to 
an understanding of the origins and rea- 
sons for the events of this war from 1945 
to 1975. 

This has been a complaint of historians 
who have attempted to teach the facts of 
this war. They have found that the his- 
tory books about this most controversial 
segment of our past hav e been w ritten by 
writers w ho were not there, w ho had little 
or nothing to do with the war. or. con- 
versely. they have been written by those 
w ho were there, but who were there for a 

one-year tour of duty, usually in the post- 

1965 period None of these writers has 
had the comprehensive experience that is 
a prerequisite to understanding that type 
of recent history . 

Regarding the Pentagon Papers them- 
sclv cs. Senat or Gravel wrote. “T he Papers 
do not support our good intentions. The 
Papers prove that, from the beginning, 
the war has been an American war. serv- 
ing to perpetuate American military* 
power in Asia. Peace has never been on 
the American agenda for Southeast Asia. 
Neither wc nor the South Vietnamese 
have been masters of our Southeast 
Asian policy: wc have been its victims, as 
the leaders of America sought to preserve 
their reputation for toughness and 
determination.** 

Senator Gravel added. “The elaborate 
secrecy precautions, the carefully con- 
trived subterfuges, the precisely orches- 
trated press leaks, were intended not to 
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Ijeshe H. Ge/h, director t»J the Study Task 
Force that assembled the Pentagon 
Papers. 



deceive *thc other side.* but to keep the 
American public in the dark. . . . For too 
long they have been forced to subsist on a 
diet of half-truths or deliberate deceit by 
executives who consider the people of the 
Congress as adversaries.** 5 

In concluding this brief section on the 
Pentagon Papers, it is important to iden- 
tify and understand the subtle anti- 
Kennedy slant of this work. Nothing 
reveals this bias more than the following 
extract taken from the section. “The 
Overthrow of Ngo Dinh Diem. May- 
November 1963.** 

At the end of a crucial summary of the 
most climactic 90-day period in modern 
American history, from August 22 to 
November 22. 1963. this is what the 
authors of the Pentagon Papers had to 
say: 



* Senator Gravel* rote theNt* word* »n Augurt 1971 
for the introduction to Titc Prnufton toper\. pub- 
fehed b> Beacon Ptcw Honk* of the Unitarian t'm- 
\crvalot Association 1 hey wcrelimcK and appli- 
cable then The reader cannot help hut note lhai 
thev arc equally tlwcK and applicable to the recent 
Iranian “hostages for arms** controversy 



“The plotters made 
their plans in detail as 
they moved to take over 
the government. All other 
public officials became 
pawns on that master 
chess board.” 
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“After having delayed an appropriate 
period, the U.S. recognized the new 
government on November 8. As the 
euphoria wore off. however, the real 
gravity of the economicsituation and the 
lack of expertise in the new government 
became apparent to both Vietnamese 
and American officials. The deteriora- 
tion of the military situation anti the 
Strategic Hamlet program also came 
more and more clearly into perspective. 

“These topics dominated the discus- 
sions at the Honolulu conference on 
November 20 w hen [Henry Cabot] Lodge 
and the country team [from Vietnam] 
met with [Dean] Rusk. [Robert] McNa- 
mara. (Maxwell] Taylor. (George] Ball. 
and[ MeGcnrge] Hunity But the meeting 
ended inconclusively. After Lodge had 
conferred with the president a few days 
later in Washington, the White House 
tried to pull together some conclusions 
and offer some guidance for our continu- 
ing and now deeper involvement in Viet- 
nam. The instructions contained in 
NS AM 273. '‘how ever, did not reflect the 
truly dire situation as it was to come to 
light in succeeding w eeks. The reapprais- 
als forced by the new information would 
sw iftly make it irrelevant as it was 'over- 
taken by ev ents.*** 

Recall w hat had been going on during 
that month of November 1963 President 
Ngo Dinh Diem and his brother had been 
murdered and the administration of 
South Vietnam had been placed in the 
hands of General “Big** Minh. 

Then, in one of the strangest scenarios 
of recent history, most of the members of 
the Kennedy Cabinet had flow n to Hono- 
lulu. together, for that November 20 ser- 
ies of conferences. The full Cabinet meet- 
ing — even the secretary of agriculture 
was there — in Hawaii was followed b> a 
flight to Tokyo on November 22. Again, 
almost all of the Kennedy Cabinet mem- 
bers were on that flight to Tokyo. That is 
where they were when they learned that 
President Kennedy had been shot dead in 
Dallas. 

Upon receipt of that stunning news 
they ordered the plane to return directly 
to Haw aii and. almost immediately, on to 
Washington. 

But what strange and impersonal 
words for this “official history.**the Pen- 
tagon Papers, to use to describe those 
events: 

I. “T he deterioration of the military 



* A National Security Action Memorandum 

(NSAM ) oat op- lev cl directive, otlen signed b> the 

prcMdcnt 
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4lnu»st the entire Kenneth Cabinet flew to Haw an fot a senes of conferences on 
November 20, /V6J. Show n here as they returned /«» II dshmgton alter the assassination 
on November 22 are (left to right) Agriculture Seer et an Orville f reeman, fieasun 
Secretary C. Lknigla* trdton. Secretary of State Dean Husk, Interior Secretary Stewart 
l dull. Commerce Secretary I. other Hmlges. htonomit Aduser Walter lleller atu! 
Labor Secretary M illard II irtz. Antony the officials not .show n here x\ lu>alsi» attended 
the Hawaii conference were Ocfcnse Secret ar i Robert \h Samara and Presidential 
Press Secretar y Pierre Salinger. 
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situation." Just four days after Kennedy's 
deal h and less I han 60 days since Kennedy 
had published NSAM 263. which visual* 
i/ed I he Viet nami/at ion of the war and 
the return of all 1J.S. military personnel. 

I yndon Johnson and most of the same 

II K Cabinet saw things in an entirely 
different light. They saw the military 
situation deteriorating. 

2. “The deterioration of . . . the Stra- 
tegic Hamlet program.*' All of a sudden, 
these same people saw this program as a 
failure. 

.V These topics dominated the dis- 
cussions at the Honolulu Conference on 
Nos ember 20 " This is a remarkable 

statement On that date. John Kennedy 
was still alive and was president. Yet this 
report says that his Cabinet was assem- 
bled in Honolulu to discuss “these topics" 
w hich were the very topics of NSAM 273. 
dated November 26. and a total reversal 
of Kennedy'* own policy as stated in the 
Tav lor- McNamara report and of NSAM 
263. dated October 2. 1963. 

This fantastic situation cannot be 
treated lightly. How did it happen that 
the Kennedy Cabinet had traveled to 
Hawaii at precisely the same time Ken- 
nedv was touring in Texas? How did it 
happen that the subject of discussion in 
Haw aii w as a strange agenda that would 
not come up until after Kennedy had 
been murdered? 

Is there am possibility that the povvers- 
that-be who planned and executed the 
Kennedv assassination had also been 
able to get the Kennedy Cabinet out of 
the country, and to have them conferring 
in Hawaii on an agenda that would be put 
before President Lyndon Johnson just 
four days after Kennedy's death? 

President Kennedv would not have 
sent hts Cabinet to Hawaii to discuss that 
agenda He had issued his own agenda 
lot Vietnam on Octobct 2. W6 3. and he 
had no reason to change it More than 
that, he had no reason at all to send bis 
Cabinet to Hawaii for such a conference. 

I tis nev er good pract ice for a president to 
have key members of his Cabinet out of 
town while he is on an extended trip. 
Why was the Cabinet in Hawaii? Who 
ordered the Cabinet members there? 

If JFK had no reason to send them to 
Hawaii, who did and why? 

As soon as the Honolulu conference 
broke up. these same Cabinet members 
got back on their VIP aircraft and 
departed from Hawaii on an unprece- 
dented trip to Japan. No one has ex- 
plained why the Kennedv Cabinet had 
been ordered to Japan at that time. 



1 his trip to Japan was not some casual 
event. Someone had arranged it with 
care. A reading of newspapers of that 
period in late November 1963 reveals that 
extracts of the speeches giv en by some ol 
these same Cabinet officers, in Japan, 
were made available and were printed in 
these newspapers. 

We all know now that these Cabinet 
officers did not reach Japan and that 
their VIP aircraft returned to Hawaii. 
Why would newspapers in the United 
Stales print extracts of their speeches as 
though they actually had gone to Japan 
and delivered those speeches? Who had 
set this trip up so meticulously that even 
such details as the press releases appeared 
to validate the presence of the Cabinet 
members in Japan when in fact they 
never went there* 

A ** \tlei lodge had content'd witu 

the president a lew days latct in \\ ashmg- 
ton. . . Here is the most astounding 
statement of them all. From November 
20 to “a few days later" covers t he date of 
the assassination of JFK on the 22nd. yet 
there is absolutely no mention of the 
Kennedy murder. The Pentagon Papers 
say simply, “conferred with the presi- 
dent.*' as though it was just any president 
What a way to toss off Kennedv* This 
entire section of the Pentagon Papers 
simply skips all mention of the death ol 
the president of the United States and 
tells the story of the death of Diem as 
though it had occurred in a vacuum. 

These are the things of which assassi- 
nations and coups d'etat arc made. I he 



plotters made their plans in detail as they 
moved to take over the government. All 
other public officials became pawns on 
that master chess hoard. 

5. Only four days after Kennedv ‘s mur- 
der. 1 BJ came up with new guidance, as 
follows. ~. . . the White House tried to pull 
together some conclusions and offer some 
guidance for our continuing and now 
deeper involvement in Vietnam " 

With JFK out of the wav. the agenda 
from that November 20 meeting in Hawaii 
was trotted out in the White House and 
the first steps were taken to reverse the 
Kennedy course in Vietnam and to make 
ready for the enormous build-up that fol- 
lowed all S220 billion of it. 

How many ol us realize that more than 
10 million people were airlitted to Viet- 
nam during the war hv military •chartered 
iimoiicui.il .ui.ir * I hat vv.i- »•::.> o::e 
windlall ol the war I I hat huge number 
does not include the many millions trans- 
ported to Vietnam by military airlift l 

6. “The instructions contained in 
NSAM 273. however, did not reflect the 
truly dire situation as it was to come 
to light in succeeding weeks The reap- 
praisals forced by the new information 
would swiftly make it irrelevant as it was 
•overtaken hv events.*" 

This is fascinating. The presidential 
document. NSAM 273. November 26. 
1963. initiated the reversal ol the Kennedy 
plans for Vietnam and laid the ground- 
work lor NSAM 2 nk. publish- d in March 
1964 Whereas Kennedy had seen hope 
f continued on page J6 j 
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Setting the Stage 

for 

The death of JFK 

( continued from pane 35) 
for Viet namizat ion of the conflict and the 
early return of all Americans, only four 
days alter JFK’s death the new adminis- 
tration — consisting of most of the same 
people — viewed a “truly dire situation.” 
Then, as if reluctant to say the words. 
-President Kennedy had been murdered.” 
the writers of this Pentagon Papers sce- 
nario say simply that the situation was 
-overtaken by events ” 

In concluding thin article on the origins 
»i! the warfare in Vietnam »t may he well 
to add a lew words ol my own. I was on 
Okinawa in 1945 and observed the ship- 
ments of arms being loaded on U.S. Navy 
transport vessels for shipment to Hai- 
phong Harbor in Indochina where they 
were given to Ho Chi Minh under the 
auspices of the OSS. 

1 was in Vietnam many times during 
1952. 1953 and 1954. 1 saw that serenely 
beautiful country' moved from a placid 
recreation area for American soldiers 
fighting in Korea to a hotbed of turmoil 
after the defeat of the French forces at 
Dicn Bien Phu. the div ision of the coun- 
try* into two parts, the forced movement 
of more than one million -Catholic 
northcrnTonkincscto the South, and the 
establishment of the Diem administra- 
tion. During this period I had frequent 
contact with the members of the CIA’s 
Saigon Military Mission. 

Then, from 1955 through 1963. 1 was 
in the Pentagon. 1 served as chief of Spe- 
cial Operations for the U.S. Air Force for 
five years, providing the Air Force sup- 
port of the clandestine operations of the 
CIA. I was moved to theOffice of Special 
Operations in the office of the Secretary 
of Defense for the next two years, and 
then I was asked to create the Special 
Operations office for the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff in order to bring that special work 
for all military services under the guid- 
ance of a single “Focal Point” office. I 
headed that office until 1964. when I 
retired after the death of President 
Kennedy. 

By the fall of 1963. 1 knew, perhaps as 
much as anyone, the inner workings of 
this world of Special Operations. I had 
written the formal directives on the sub- 
ject that were used oflicially by the U.S. 
Air Force and by the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. 

Therefore, it seemed strange when I 
was approached after I had come hack 
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from a week spent reading intelligence 
papers in Admiral Felt's headquarters in 
Hawaii, during September 1963. and 
informed that I had been selected to be 
the military escort officer for the VIP 
group of civilian guests that had been 
inv ited to visit the naval station in Antarc- 
tica and the South Pole facility. This 
group was scheduled to leave about 
November 10. 1963, and to return by the 
end of the month. 

Although this trip had absolutely 
nothing to do with my previous nine 
years’ work, except that 1 had supported 
a CIA activity in Antarctica over the 
years. 1 appreciated the invitation and 
looked forward to the trip as a “paid 
vacation.” 
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After 1 had been to the South Pole and 
returned to Christchurch. New Zealand, 
another member of the VIP party, a con- 
gressman. asked me if I would like to go 
with him on a two-dav side trip to the 
beautiful New Zealand Alps and to the 
Hermitage Chalet at the foot of Mount 
Cook, the highest mountain in the 
country. 

On the first morning of our visit 1 had 
gone down to breakfast in a dining room 
of enormous beauty w ith a dazzling view 
of Mount Cook and the nearby range I 
secured a table for the two of us and had 
ordered coffee when the public address 
announcer, w ho had been reading ofl the 
li>t of pas'engers to betaken to the top of 
Mount Cook by small aircratt lor the 'ki 
ride back dow n. interrupted his announce- 
ments to say: 

“Ladies and gentlemen, the BBC has 
announced that President Kennedy has 
been shot . . . dead ... in Dallas." 

That is how I learned of the murder of 
the president and of the start of the 
strange events surrounding that murder 
and the takeover of our government as a 
result of that brazen act. 

I have always wondered, deep in my 
own heart, whether that strange invita- 
tion that removed me so far from Wash- 
ington and from the center of all things 
clandestine might have had something to 
do with the events that followed. Were 
there things that I knew, or would have 
discovered, that made it wise to have me 
far from Washington, along with others, 
such as the Kennedy Cabinet, who were 
in mid-air over the Pacific Ocean cn route 
to Japan, far from the scene? 

1 do not know the answer to that ques- 
tion. although many of the things that 1 
have observed and learned from that 
lime have led me to surmise that such a 
question might be well-founded. After 
all. 1 knew that type of work very w ell. 1 
had worked on presidential “protection” 
and knew the great extents to which one 
goes to protect the chief executive; estab- 
lished procedures were discarded on the 
president’s trip to Dallas. 

It seems that those who planned the 
murder of the president knew the inner 
workings of the government very well. 
These facts became evident, not so much 
in the skill w ith which the murder of the 
president was undertaken as in the mas- 
terful cover-up program that has con- 
tinued since November 22. 1963. and that 
terrible hour in Dallas* Dealev Plaza 
when the warfare in Indochina moved 
from a low-intensity conflict to a major 
operation. ▲ 



“With JFK out 
of the way, the agenda 
from that November 20 
meeting in Hawaii was 
trotted out in the White 
House and the first steps 
were taken to reverse the 
Kennedy course in Viet- 
nam and to make ready 
for the enormous build- 
up that followed — all 
$220 billion of it.” 
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